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March  7,   1979 


Mr.   Mark  E.   Neely,   Jr., 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum, 
c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. , 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

K  shook  your  hand  at  the  February  12  dinner  here.  Again  I  thank  yom 
for  a  place  on  the  Lincoln  Lore  mailing  list.   I  have  just  returned  from 
three  timely  weeks  at  Key  West  and,  on  my  first  trip  into  Springfield,  I 
will  send  you  the  expanded  book  on  the  Brown  Hay  &  Stephens  law  firm. 
To  have  my  name  coupled  with  Paul  Angle's  on  the  title  page  is  a  great 
honor.  Without  his  encouragement  and  inspiration  I  would  not  have  written 
Illinois;  A  History  of  the  Prairie  State  in  my  retirement. 

My  most  pressing  problem  involves  William  Henry  Bissell  (if 11 -i860), 
who  in  i?56  was  elected  the  first  Republican  governor  of  Illinois.  After 
the  Mexican  war,  while  he  was  serving  as  a  Democratic  congressman, 
Bissell  in  a  February  21,  1850  speech  gave  the  Northern  answer  to  the 
Southern  fireeaters  and  in  particular  denied  a  claim  by  Seddon  of  Virginia 
that  Jefferson  Davis'  Mississippi  regiment  had  saved  the  day  at  Buena 
Viata,  where  Bissell  also  was  a  colonel.  For  whatever  reason,  possibly 
because  the  Dixiecrats  wanted  to  silence  an  eloquent  critic,   Davis 
challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel.   Bissell  accepted.  There  is  an  apparently 
unsupported  legend/myth  that  Bissell,  the  challenged  party,  proposed 
that  they  fight  with  army  muskets  at  close  range.  The  duel  was  called  off. 

For  an  April  10  speech  on  Bissell,  I  need  the  Davis-Bissell  correspondence 
on  the  duel,  which  might  not  have  been  preserved.  Did  Bissell  really 
specify  muskets  as  weapons  or  is  that  only  part  of  a  Northwestern  myth? 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  vol.  2,  pp.  26-27  has  an  interesting  account,  but  the 
Library  of  Congress  can  not  support  it.  I  am  writing  to  Mcintosh,  editor 
of  the  Davis  Papers.  I  am  dissatisfied  with  Don  Tingley's  1956  account 
in  Mid-America. 


I  write  only  in  hope  that  you  might  be  able  to  advise  me  where  to  turn. 
If  you  can't,  forget  it  with  knowledge  that  I  am  grateful  regardless. 

The  rest  of  the  Bissell  story  is  fascinating.  While  in  Congress  Bissell 
became  paralyzed.   (John  Francis  Snyder  blamed  syphilis.)  He  was  a 
physical  wreck  and  a  mental  question  mark,  but  Lincoln  &  Company  neverthe- 
less ran  him  for  governor  as  their  new  party  s  only  hope.   Bissell 's  second 
liability  was  that  the  Illinois  Constitution  of  1848  disqualified  anyone 
from  public  office  who  had  given  or  accepted  a  duel  challenge.   Bissell 
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took  the  oath  of  office  and  the  constitutional  issue  was  not  raised 
after  "Black  Jack"  Logan  protested  for  two  days  in  a  post-inauguration 
speech.   Bissell  died  in  office,  Gustave  Koerner  thought  that,  in  good 
health,  he  would  have  been  president.  At  least  he  would  have  provided 
Lincoln  with  home  state  opposition.  In  good  health,  he  would  have  been 
elected  senator  in  18^*+,  instead  of  Trumbull.  As  the  matter  stands, 
could  Lincoln  have  been  nominated  in  i860  if  Bissell 's  3-lection  in  I856 
had  not  provided  him  with  a  home  state  power  base? 

My  big  complaint  about  Illinois  historians  is  that  too  many  of  them 
try  to  make  reputations  as  Lincoln  revisionists,  with  the  result  that 
other  men  and  movements  are  iggnored,  including  many  of  the  men  around 
Lincoln. 

Sincerely  yours. 
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March  26,  1979. 


Mr.  Hark  E*  Neely,  **r* 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincojn  Library, 

Fort  Wayne,  lad* 

Dear  Mr.  Neelys 

Please  disregard  s?y  March  7  letter  about  the 
Jefferson  ^avis-William  K.  Biseeil  duel 
correspondence  * 

After  writing  all  over  the  country  I  located  it 
right  here  in  Springfield,   in  the  State  Historical 
Library  as  an  appendix  to  "Remarks  of  John  A. 
Logan  of  Franklin  County  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  Jan.  12-13th  1857  upon  Governor 
Bissell's  Inaugural." 

I  am  notifying  the  helpful  people  at  Rice  University 

who  are  editing  the  Papers  of  Jefferson  .Davis. 


Sincerely, 


I  I  tv&Mi  *-® 
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April  3,  1979 


Mr.  Robert  P.  Howard 


Dear  Mr.  Howard: 

T  am  afraid  that  we  have  nothing  that  can  help.   In  fact,  I  am 
amazed  that  you  hare  found  out  a?  much  about  Bissell  as  you  have. 
You  might  be  able  to  get  some  help  froni  Professor  Holman  Hamilton, 
Visiting  Professor,  History  Department,  University  of  "Houston.  He 
3-s  the  expert  on  events  around  1850. 

Yoij  are  quite  right  about  Lincoln's  crowding  other  Illinois  fi- 
gures off  the  canvas.   And  it  would  greatly  illuminate  his  life  if  we 
knew  more  about  Bissell,  Isaac  Arnold,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Ozias  Hatch, 
Springfield  Journalists,  Chicago  Journalists,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  etc. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr, 
MEN/skc 


